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ABSTRACT : 

PURPOSE: To absorb impact energy by projecting ribs 13 from 
the upper face of a 
panel body. 

CONSTITUTION: An instrument panel 10 consists of a panel 
body 11 made of 

synthetic resin such as polypropylene composite material 
and having a thickness 

of approximately 3mm, and a pad 12 having skin which 
overlies on the surface of 

the panel body 11. Ribs 13 which can be bent sufficiently 
under external 

impact force are projectingly formed on the upper face of 
the panel body 11, 

whereby impact energy can be absorbed without reduction in 
rigidity of the 

panel body 11 and without the need of increase in thickness 
of the pad 12. 
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